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Introduction  

This end of second year report will be structured in three sections. The first two sections outline the research outputs during this year, including other projects and published articles that have emerged during the last 12 months directly linked to the concepts and agenda of the project. The third section contains a financial statement. 
 

1) Research outputs 

a) Qualitative data gathering – Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist and Circle Dancing Focus Groups  

In line with the original proposal, this year’s emphasis has been the setting up, carrying out and evaluation of focus groups across the Northwest of England. This process has been achieved, but at considerable more time and effort than originally anticipated. Some groups (Muslim groups in particular) were hard to access and then obtain consent. Neither was it possible to always reflect the originally devised ethnicity range within some of the minority religious traditions. We often had to go simply with those communities willing to participate.

Despite the barriers to access however, the achievements of the Second Year have been in line with the research proposal expectations.
Up to 31st March, 2009, 23 (target was 25) focus groups had been conducted with the following number of participants 
 

	Focus group
	No of focus groups
	Male 
	Female 
	18 -30
	30-50
	50 plus 
	Total 

	Christian: WMC,Mainstream, (ritualist)
	6
	7
	21
	 
	10
	18
	28

	Christian: radical 
	2
	4
	4
	4
	4
	 
	8

	Christian:WMC, evangelical 
	2
	8
	12
	20
	 
	 
	20

	Christian; BMC, evangelical 
	3
	12
	3
	8
	7
	 
	15

	Hindu - Gujarati
	2
	4
	12
	4
	 
	12
	16

	Hindu - Punjabi
	2
	11
	4
	1
	2
	12
	15

	Muslim
	4
	14
	11
	6
	10
	1
	25

	Buddhist
	2
	5
	9
	 
	12
	2
	14

	Circle dancing
	1
	1
	5
	 
	6
	 
	6

	Total
	23
	58
	81
	43
	51
	45
	147


 

The following four questions were asked across each group: 

· What benefits do you receive from being a member of this religious/spiritual group? 

· In what ways are these benefits shared with the wider community? 

· How well do the ideas of religious and spiritual capital express the engagement and contribution of faith groups in civil society? 

· Are there any alternative words, images or phrases to that of capital that better express what your faith/spiritual group offers to wider society, and why? 

Each digitally recorded focus group has been transcribed and the transcripts analysed according to the Thematic Network model (see ‘Thematic networks: an analytic tool for qualitative research by Jennifer Attride-Stirling in Qualitative Research, vol. 1, no. 3, 385-405 (2001)). Clusters of themes were organized, based on three levels of abstraction from the raw data of the transcripts: Basic Themes (based on theoretical relevance or empirical significance and frequency); Organising Themes (whereby basic themes are logically grouped together); and Global Themes (whereby organizing themes are clustered together or treated individually). Thus the global themes distilled from these transcripts reflect the essence of the data from the qualitative data in respect of the four questions above. These global themes will now be converted into a series of propositional statements to be tested quantitatively in survey form to check the robustness of the data emerging from the focus groups (see Section C below).

The material from the qualitative part of the research programme has proved to be rich, and give a very textured account of the lived experience of people of faith in 21st century England. This provides a firm foundation from which conceptual questions concerning religious and spiritual capital (and alternative or supplementary descriptors) can be grounded.

b) Publishable Articles – Exploring secular spiritual capital – an engagement in religious and secular dialogue for a common future?  

This article was originally submitted for a special edition of Social Compass Journal and emerged directly out of the material generated by the Year 1 Literature Review. In the end it was published in the International Journal of Public Theology (2:4). In the meantime, a modified version of the Literature Review itself is currently under review for Implicit Religion journal. Material related to the Leverhulme Research programme has also appeared in two chapter contributions for edited volumes early in 2009. The first is entitled ‘Blurred Encounters? Religious Literacy, spiritual capital and language’ in Faith in the Public Realm – Controversies, policies and practices (Policy Press, 2009). The second is ‘Social, Religious and Spiritual capitals: A psychological perspective’ in International Handbook of Education for Spirituality, Care and Wellbeing (Springer Press, 2009).
c) Knowledge Transfer of Leverhulme Research

As well as the above articles, specific reference and discussion of this project’s key concepts have appeared in policy-based reviews since the start of this project. These include: 

· (2007) Keeping it Together (Faith-based Regeneration Network Fbrn) 

· (2008) Finneron, D et al. Report for Communities and Local Government in connection with the CLG Framework for Interfaith Dialogue and Social Action London: Fbrn 

· (2008) Dinham, A. and Lowndes, V. ‘Religions, Resources and Representation’ in Urban Affairs Review, 43.6: 817-840 

·  (2009) Cloke, P et al. Faith-based Organizations and Social Exclusion in European Cities (FACIT), Report for the EUs Seventh Framework Programme 
 d) Methodology and Timetable for Year Three research data-gathering programme 

The timetable for Year Three has been agreed and approved by successive meetings of the Advisory Group.

April – May 2009

· Coding of Transcripts (year 2) completed

· Core themes from Year 2 data converted into pilot quantitative survey instrument (year 3 data) 
· First testing of a pilot survey on individuals
· List of available faith groups for survey data  drawn up 

June 2009 

· Second testing of pilot survey with 2 or 3 faith groups

July – September 2009

· Facilitation and return of survey tool (intended distribution:1000 – 1500)

· Inputting of data as it comes in on SPSS

October – December 2009 

· Completion of data input from surveys and SPSS analysis 

January – April 2010

· Ongoing analysis of data via SPSS and writing up of final 5000 word report
2) Related projects  

a)  Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) Religion and Society Programme: Promoting Greater Human Wellbeing: Interacting the Happiness Hypothesis and Religion (due to conclude in 2009). This research network, facilitated by Principal Investigator John Atherton, locates the contribution made by faiths to this agenda, placed as it now is within mainstream economics and elsewhere. Different concepts of capital (economic, human, religious and spiritual) lie at the heart of this research network, and the Leverhulme data has made a key contribution to shaping debates within the project. A Routledge book entitled The Practices of Happiness: Political Economy, Religion and Wellbeing will be published (2010) and features a chapter written by Dr Chris Baker entitled The ‘one in the morning knock’ – exploring the connections between faith, participation and wellbeing.
 3) Organisation of the Research 

a) Financial Statement for Year One (March 2008 – March 2009) 

Please see attached sheet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Dr John Atherton,

Principal Investigator 
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