William Temple Foundation/

Leverhulme Trust Research Programme (2007 – 2010)
Ref: F/10 021A

Faith and Traditional capitals: redefining the public scope of religious capital (500 word summary) 
1. Aims and objectives
This project seeks to understand at a grassroots, everyday level the contribution faith communities make to their local neighbourhoods. In contrast to current research, this project is equally concerned to discover why, not just what faith communities do. In undertaking this enquiry, we used the ideas of religious and spiritual capital. Based on previous research, we define religious capital as the practical contributions that faith groups make to civil society – e.g. buildings, paid staff, volunteers. Spiritual capital reflects the religious and theological worldview of individuals and communities, often developed through practices of prayer and worship, which provides the motivation and ethical impulses to serve both their membership and the wider community.
The project therefore tested, across a wide range of religious and spiritual groups, the relevance of these ‘capital’ concepts, before developing them further by asking our participants for alternative ways of expressing, in their own words, their role in and impact on their local communities. Hence this project’s title: Faith and Traditional capitals: redefining the public scope of religious capital.

2. Broad findings/conclusions

Our research involved both qualitative (24 focus groups) and quantitative methods (online and paper surveys – 800 completed) in which we asked people’s attitudes to the ideas of religious and spiritual capital and any alternatives they might prefer. We found broad agreement with the definitions and concepts of religious and spiritual capital. Analysis of the survey data allowed us to flesh out these definitions in important ways by clustering together the most frequent responses that people made when indicating their preference or otherwise of 100 key statements. The survey also has potential to measure the presence and impact of religious and spiritual capital in other settings (e.g. healthcare, residential care). 
We also unearthed a variety of alternative concepts to capital (for example gift, beauty, wisdom, service), but these responses were too thinly spread to constitute a viable alternative. We conclude that ideas of religious and spiritual capital do have a strong validity within UK faith groups and are therefore still the most useful and applicable framework for research and policy based initiatives between faith groups and other agencies.

3. Type of publication resulting  
Dissemination of the project’s ideas and findings to date include two articles in international journals, three chapters in edited volumes and papers at three major interdisciplinary conferences exploring this field. A book based on the research is also planned. Meanwhile, our work has been cited and discussed in a number of academic and public policy studies.

4. Strengths and weaknesses of the research

The broad objectives of the research were met, on time and on budget, and a number of unexpected spinoffs emerged. However, the debate about alternatives to spiritual and religious capital wasn’t as conclusive as we hoped, suggesting we perhaps asked too much of some participants to reflect in quite objective and abstract ways about their religion. Nevertheless, our focus group research produced much rich material, as people recounted their experiences as citizens of faith in early 21st century Britain.
PAGE  
1

