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This end of first year report will be structured in three sections. The first section will outline the research outputs of the project in its first 12 months. The second section will detail other projects that have emerged during the last 12 months which are directly linked to the concepts and agenda of the project. The third section contains relevant organisational details associated with the research, including a financial statement.

1) Research outputs

a) Literature review

In line with the research timetable contained within the original proposal, the focus of the first year has been the production of a literature review, mapping the current academic and policy terrain relating to ideas of social capital and its links to faith groups in the first instance, before moving on to those research areas relating specifically to the concepts of religious, spiritual and faithful capital. The literature review affirmed the rapid increase in the usage of these terms over the last five years or so, thus reinforcing the significance and applicability of this proposed research. It also identified other fields of research in which concepts of spiritual, religious and faithful capital are beginning to emerge, not least in important overlaps with the current Happiness and Well-being and Economics debates (please see Section 2). The Literature review runs to 20,000 words and is available to download from our website (www.wtf.org.uk).
b) Publishable Articles – Exploring secular spiritual capital – an engagement in religious and secular dialogue for a common future?

This article, which has been submitted for a special edition of Social Compass journal (an international, peer-reviewed journal in the discipline of sociology of religion) dedicated to new research into the links between religion and social capital, emerged directly out of the material generated by the Literature Review. In the Review we discovered a strong emphasis on ideas of spiritual capital (especially related to healthcare and individual faith journey settings). We also uncovered an emerging interest in the importance of values and faith within secular settings, hence the concept of secular spiritual capital as a proposed new addition to the social capital field. The paper suggests the concept may have value as a practical tool for ‘creating a thicker discourse based on values and ethics, as well as rights’ between religious and secular sectors and partnerships. The peer review process for the article will be completed end of April.
c) Methodology and Timetable for Year Two research data-gathering programme

This timetable and methodology is broadly similar to that proposed in the original submission, but fine tuned in the light of findings from the literature review and the Residential Advisory Group held in January 2009 (see section 3). The data-gathering programme has three distinct phases:

· Phase 1 (April – July 2008) – a visiting, observing and interacting phase with relevant faith communities in the Northwest region. These have been narrowed down to 6 Christian FBOs, 2 Muslim FBOs, 2 Hindu FBOs and 2 spiritual groups. After a period of embedding and participation on the part of the researchers, individuals who would like to participate in interviews, focus groups, blogs etc and other types of research methods will be identified, leading to Phase 2 (via snowballing techniques)

· Phase 2 (August – December 2008) – data gathering – focus groups, semi-structured interviews, i.e. qualitative data etc

· Phase 3 (Jan – April 2009) – quantitative data gathering (on-line surveys etc.) to validate views and themes emerging from qualitative data

The research schedule will start with open questions on generic experiences and benefits of membership of faith groups and their engagement with the wider world. It will then narrow down to more specific questions regarding spiritual and religious capital, and possible alternatives. We expect 2 to 3 focus groups from each FBO with an average of 5 per group, plus individual interviews meaning a sample size of @150 for the qualitative phase.

2) Related projects

a) Conferences attended – Mapping the new theological space colloquium, Oxford 2007

A colloquium on the theme of blurred encounters, organised by the research team, was held in Oxford in May 2007, during which ideas of religious, spiritual and faithful capital were prominent. A publication from the colloquium will be published by Ashgate in 2009. Further conferences are planned for 2008/9 when data from the research begins to emerge.

b) Glendale Alive

William Temple Foundation has just completed a strategic review with a group of Anglican parishes in deep rural communities in the Northeast of England. The report deploys ideas of social capital theory in relation to church-based engagement in its final recommendations for future strategy. It is likely that this report will be seen as a template for other similar reviews.

c) Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) Religion and Society Programme: Promoting Greater Human Wellbeing: Interacting the Happiness Hypothesis and Religion (due to conclude in 2009).

This research network, facilitated by myself, is locating the contribution made by faiths to this agenda, placed as it now is within mainstream economics and elsewhere. Different concepts of capital (economic, human, religious and spiritual) lie at the heart of this research network, and the Leverhulme data will make a key contribution to shaping debates, including in further publications and bids for future research into this key area.

3) Organisation of the Research

a) Residential Advisory Group meeting – Jan 2008
In addition to regular meetings of the advisory group, chaired by Professor Leslie Francis, a residential advisory group was held at St Deiniol’s Library in North Wales in January 2008, which was attended by a wider group of practitioners in the field of research into religious communities, including Hindu and Muslim experts. The event proved to be a stimulating cross-faith and cross-discipline gathering that generated many important questions and further research leads into similar areas of work.

b) Financial Statement for Year One (March 2007 – March 2008)

Please see attached sheet.
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